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Overview | Preparation | Procedure | Evaluation
Lesson Overview

Students frequently echo sentiments such as, "The government is too big,” or "The government shoudd ni
needs.” It seems that many citizens, high schoolers Included, have begun to believe in reduced goverrem
responsibility, Such sentiments suggest a move away from bellef in the welfare state, created largely by
reinforced by the "Great Society” legisfation of the 1860s. By using the collection American Life Historie:
Project, 1936-194¢ documents, personal interiews, and the Library of Congress's online legistative info
to gain a better understanding of why the government takes eare of its people and how this type of welf
knowledge, they can then evaluate the current need of government programs, such as welfare, Medicar
state level.

Objectives
Students will be able to:

Understand the connection between past and present history, particuiarly related to government fu
Research [egislation from the Depresslon era and legistation currently proposed on the federat an
Use the rescurces from the Library of Gongress American Life Historles; Manuscripts frem the Fe.

ke welfare mothers pay for their own

nt combined with increased personal

he New Deal in the 1930s and
Manuscripts from the Federal Writers'
nation {THOMAS), students will be able

re state started, Armed with this

and Social Security, on the federal and

ded programs.
state levels.
sral Writers' Project, 1936-1240

collection, THOMAS, local libraries and personal interviews.
Learn to research differant viewpoints on controversial issues using the Amerfcan Life Histories: M

auscripts from the Federal Writers’

Project, 1936-1940 collection, THOMAS, e-mail and local libraries.

» Write clearly, speak articulately and think critically.

Present their work publicly in a debate, through e-mail or in a forum.

Standards
Time Required

Two to three weeks,

Recommended Grade level

9-12

Topic

Era

Government, Law & Politics

Great Depresston and WWIH, 1929-1945
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Standards for this teacher resource
Lesson Plan: The Great Depression and the 1990’s

Ohio Academic Content Standards, Grade 10

Social Studies

OH HS AH. DOMAIN/ ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARD

‘Amencan History This course examines ihe hlstory of the Unlted States of Amerzca fron
republic has withstood challenges to ils national security and expanded the rights and ro
its past have shaped the nature of the country today and prepared it to attend to the chx
how these events came to pass and thelr meaning for taday's citizens is the purpose of

‘hstorical thinking introduced In earlier grades continve o build with students locating ant
sources from multip!e perspectives to draw conclusions.

STANDARD I BENCHMARK

Prospenty, Depressgon and the New Deal (1919-1941) The Posi—World War | penod was chie
_political turmoil. Post-war prosperity brought about changes to American popular cuiture. How
out the war years led to worldwide depression. The United States attempted to deal with the

. ecormmlc programs created by the federal govemment

HS AH 20 BENCHMAF%K;r GRADE LEVEL IND[CATOR

The Great Depression was caused, in part, by the federal government's |
ispeculation and increasing consumer debt. The role of the federal goverr
Great Depression.

HS. AH.20.1. PROFIC]ENCY LEVEL

Describe how the federal government's monetary policies, sb
increasing consumer debt led to the Great Depression.

HS.AHZO.Z PROFICIENCY LEVEL

Explain how the efforts to combat the Great Depression led {
federal government.

| STANDARD/ BENCHMARK

‘Socrai Transformatlons in the Umted Slates (1945 1994) A penod of post-war prospenty alben
| fundamental social change. Adding to this change was an emphasis on scientific inquiry, the sl

technologicalsenvice economy, the impact of mass media, the phenomenon of suburban and ¢
- expansion of civil rights.

HS AH 3t BENCHMARK/ GRADE LEVEL INDICATOR

Pohllcal debates focused on Ehe exteﬂt of the ro[e of governmeni in the
protecuon somal we[fare and nattonat secunty

1877 to the present. The federal
1 of its citizens. The episodes of
lenges of tomorrow. Understanding
s course. The concepts of
analyzing primary and secondary

acterized by economic, social and
ver, sconomic disruptions growing
waat Depression through

onetary policies, stock market
ent expanded as a result of the

-k market speculation and

an expanded role for the

ed lhe United States to undergo
ft from anindustrial lo a
n Belt migrations, and the

conomy, environmental




HSAH31 L

Explaln why lhe government s role in ihe economy, enwronmenia! protection, social welfare
and natronai secunly became ihe topic of pohtrcai debates between 1945 and 1994

ONTENT STANDARD

ow the Amencan people govern themse[ves at nauonaf state and local levels of government is the o
Tents canimpact isstes addressed by local governments through service learning and senior

' OH.HS.AG. DOMAIN J ACADEMIC ¢ N
American Government:
basis for this course. St:

: projects.

STANDARD l BENCHMARK

Pub!lc Pohcy Federal state a
regufatlons and taklng actlon

HS AG 21 'BENCHI'\

.A variety
arisein¢

)mestlo and international affalrs

of entmes wrthrn the three branches of government, at aEl Ieveis, address public pohcy issues lhat L

PROF!CIENCY LEVEL

Ana!yze a publlc pohcy issug in terms of col[aboratlon or confhct among the Ievels of
government mvolved and the branches of government Invoived

'OH Hs. CW! DOMA}NI ACADEMIC

‘Contemporary World ls
humanity. These dynan
‘Contemporary issues
global and regional isst
sel ce Iearning and se

STANDARD i BENCHMARK

Global Connectrons The 215[
technologles change the way J

HS CWI 2 BENCHM

Advance=
_groups, | i

.,ONTENT STANDARD

wes: The dynamics of g!obal |nteractrons ameng na!tons and regions present issues that affect a!l
s include competing beliefs and goals, methods of engagement, and conflict and cooperation.

ve political, ecoromic, social, historic and geegraphic components. Appreaches to addressing

15 reflect historical influsnces and multiple perspectives, Students can lmpact global issues through

ror pro;ects

entury is charactenzed by ehanging mrcumstances as new economies emerge and new
=ople interact. Essues re!ated o heaith econormcs, secun{y and the ervirenment are uruversal

RKCS GRADE LEVEL INDICATOR

in communications technofogy have profound effects on the ability of govemments interest
n\nduals and the medla to share mformai:on Across natlonal and cuitura} borders

HS CWI 2.7

PROFICIENCY LEVEL

Analyze the effects of advances in communrcatrone techno!ogy on 1he abl |ty of governments
interest groups, individuals and the media to share or acquire information.




STANDARDI BENCHMARK

Crvrc Padrc:patron and Skrlls: Indwrdua!s and groups have the cepacrty to engage wrth others H |mpact g[obal ssues.

t

HS CWI 3 BENCHMARK / GRADE LEVEL [ND!CATOR

ndwtduels can evaluate media messages that are constructed using part utar toots, charecterrstrcs and

conventions for unique purposes. Different communication methods affec how peaple define and act on

B

ssues,
. CWI 3. 1, PROFICIENCY LEVEL ' S )
Evaluate how media messages are constructed for unlque P\ poses using particular tools,
characterrsttcs and conventrons
-HS o 3 2 PROFIC!ENCY LEVEL o |
Analyze the |nﬂuence of medra meeseges on the ways peor » detrne and act on lssues
OH RH 9 10 DOMAtNi ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARD i
Readmg Standards for Lrteracy in I—ﬁstorylSocraE Studles
STANDARDI BENCHMARK
Key Ideas and Detarls

|C|te specmc textual evrdence to support analysrs of primary and secondc ¥ sQurcas, attendrng o such
|features as the dete and orrgln of the rntormatlon

RH 9 10 2 BENCHMARKI GRAE)E LEVEL INDtCATOR
: Determrne the central :deas or mformatlon of a pnmary or secondary sOL ce; provide an accurate summary
<of how key events or rdeas devetop over the course of the text

RH.8-10. 3 BENCHMARKi GRADE LEVEL [NDICATOR
Ana[yze in detail a series of events described in a text; determrne whethe earller events caused later cnes
ror srmply preceded them

STANDARDI BENCHMARK
Craft and Structure
RH.9-10.5. BENCHMARKI GRADE LEVEL INDICATOR

ZAnaIyze how a text uses structure to emphasrze key polnts or advance 1 exp!anatron or anelysts




-S;TANDARD ! BENCHMARi

integratlon of Knowledge ail Ideas

RH 9 10 7 'BEN Hiv \RIiK/ GRADE LEVEL lNDICATOR

dlgltaE te) .
é _RH'.é-{o.g BENCH ARKIGRADE LEVELINDICATOR

i Compal and contrast treatmenis of Ehe same toplc in severai prlmary and secondary sources.

STANDARD l BENCHMARK

Range of Readlng and Leve Jf Texi Comple)aty

RH. 9-10 10 BENCH IARKI GRADE LEVEL INDICATOR

By 1he € id of grade 10 read and oomprehend hastorylsoc;al studles texts in the grades 9- 10 text
comp]e) y band |ndependent[y and prof‘ cxently

OH.WHST.9-10. o Doz AlNIACA{JEMtC CONTENT STANDARD

STANDARD/ BENCHMAF {

Text Types and Purposes

WHSTQ 101, '.BENCHMARKI GRADE LEVEL INDICATOR

-Wnte arguments focused on dlsmpllne spemr o content

Wnl ] Standards for theracy in HlstoryISOmaI Studles

WHSTQ 10 E(c) PROFICIENCY LEVEL

|ntegrate ]uanuiatwe or techrdcal analyS|s {e. g charts research data) with quahtatlve analysrs in pnnt or

Use words phrases, and ciauses to Imk the major sections of the text, create cohesnon,
.and clarify the relationships between claim{s) and reasons, between reasons and

ewdence and belween cIazm{s) and counterclalms

presented

'Prowde a concludmg statement or sechon lhat fO"OWS from or supports lhe argument

Estabhsh and mainialn a formal styie and objectlve tone whlte attendlng to the narms and
Lc:onver;hens of {he discrpllne in whqch they are wrltmg




WHST.9-10.2. BENCHMARK / GRADE E_EVEL lNDICATOR

Wnte mformatlvelexplanatcry texts |nclud|ng the narratlon of hrstc cal events, scxentlftc proceduresl
exper;ments or techn:cal processes

WHST 9 10 2(a) PROFICIENCY LEVEL

]lntroduce a toplc and crgamze |deas concepts and 1nfor aatlon to make tmportant
conrections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., hee fngs), graphics (e.g., figures,
tables) and rnult|medla when useful to aldlng comprehen: on,

‘WHSTQ 10 2(b) PROFICIENCY LEVEL

Develop the tepic with wel!—chosen. relevant and suﬁ" icier facts, extended definitions,
‘concrete details, quotations, or other information and exa 1ples appropriate to the
audlence s knowledge of the tcptc

Use vaned transmone and sentence structures to ltrtk the wajor sectlons of the text create
coheszon and clanfy the retatlonstupe among tdeas and ¢ neepts.

WHSTQ 10 Z(d) PROFIC!ENCY LEVEL

Use precise language and dcmatrrspecat‘ C vocabulary to wanage the complexty of the
‘topic and convey a style appropriate to the discipline and sontext as well as to the
expertlse of ltkety readers

WHSTQ 10. 2(e) ‘PROFlCIENCY LEVEL

Establtsh and mamtam a formal style and objective tone v -ile attending to the norms and
conventlcns of the dlsmphne in whlch they are wntlng

WHST 9-10 2(f) PROFICIENCY LEVEL

Prowde a conctudlng statement or section that foilows fro 1and supports the |nf0rmatron or
explanatron presented (e d., amculating lmpllcatlons or the mgmflcance of the toplc)

WHSTQ ‘10 3 - V BENCHMARK/ GRADE LEVEL iNDICATOR

(See note. not appllcable asa separate requremenl)

Note Students narratlve skllls continue to grow in thesef ades The Standards requu*e
‘that students be able to incorporate narrative elements e eclively into arguments and

| Informative/explanatory texts. In history/social studies, st Jents must be able to
“incorporate narrative accounts (nto their analyses of indiv ials or events of historical
:lmport




STANDARD / BENCHMARI'

Productron and Dlslr:bution
WHSTQ 104, rBENC
Prcdu

task, |

WHSTQ 10 5 BENC

Develx
appro

STANDARD I EIENCHMAR}<

Research to Buﬂd and Pres:

iCondl
seif-g
“synthe
Invest
WHSTQ 10. 3 j BENC
‘Gathe
searc!
_integr.
i fotiow
WHST 9 i0. 9

‘BE

WHSTQ 10 10 "BEN

Wl'ltt
i smgl

f Wntmg

¥MARK ! GRADE LEVEL INDICATOR

e c!ear and coheren! wnlmg in whzch Ehe development, organizatrcn and style are approprrate to
erose, and audlence

IMARK I GRADE LEVEE_ INDICATOR

3 and strengthen wntlng as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
ch, focusmg on addressing what i i most srgmfrcant for a specrf‘ c purpose and audzence

A+ Know[edge

IMARKI GRADE LEVEL INDICATOR

t short as well as more sustained research pro;ects 10 answer a question (indudrng a
terated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
iize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under

1atien,

relevant mformal]on from muitfple authontatwe prmt and dlgrlal sources, using advanced
35 effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research quastion;

‘e information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avolding plagiarism and
ga Standard format for mtatron

ICHMARK [ GRADE LEVEL INDICATOR

HY evrdence rrom mformahonai texis Eo support ana[ysrs reﬂectron. and research

rout;nely over extended tfme frames (lime for reflecilon ant rev:sion) and shorter trme frames (a o : 8

srttmg ora day or two) for a range of d|s<:|p%me specrf' ic tasks, purposes and audrences
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Standards for this teacher resource
Lesson Plan: The Great Depression and the 1990 s

Common Core State Standards, Grade 10

- Social Studles

CCSS ELA~
L:teracy RH 9 10

: Cite spectflc lextual eVldence to support analysis of primary md secondary sources, aitendsng
i ‘ to such features as 1he date and origm of the informatlon

CCSS ELA—
theracy RH 9 10

Determme the central xdeas or mformauen of a pnmary or se endary source; provide an
accurate summary of how key events ar :deas deve[op over e course of the text

CCSS.ELA-
Ltteracy RH 9- 10

STANDARD

Anelyze in detan a series of events descnbed ina text; det rming wheiher earller events
caused fater ones or 51rnp|y preceded Ehem

CATEGORY
\Craft and Slructure |
CCSSELA- ' o S s
! D
‘Literacy.RH.9-10 STANDAR )

Analyze how a text Lses structure to ernphassze key poi Es or advance an explanallon or
i analysns

CATEGORY
!ntegration of Knowledge and !deas



CGCSS.ELA- _ STANDARD

: Lrleracy RH 9 10

!megrate quanhtatwe or technical analysrs (e a., charts, research data) with quell!atwe
i aneiyms iy prmt or dzgnaf texl

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RH.9-10 STANDARD
Compare and contrast Ereatments of the sarme tapicin severel pnmary and secondary
@sources
CATEGORY a S B -
Range of Readmg and Le\re Jf Te)d Complexlty
CCSS EE_A-

- STANDARD
theracy RH g- 10 :

,By Ihe end of grade 10 read and comprehend }ustorylsoma! studxes texts in the grades 9 10
N text complex&ly band independently and proflcrently

: !CCSS ELA theracyWHST 9- ‘STRAND
Wrrtmg Slandards for Lrteracy in I—EstorylSecral Studles

CCSS.ELA o i
Literacy: W 3T.8- { EXPECTATION

Use wards phrases, and clauses to Ilnk the major secnons of the text, create
"gohesion, and clarify the relationships between clalm(s) and reasons, between
iTeasons and evzdence and between clalm(s) and counterclarms

T
theracywr >T9 EXPEC ATION
SEEE S e e e £ L SRS L IR R mmmmo il e mom s m e i
i Establish and malntaln a formal styre and objechve tone whl[e attendmg to ihe

CCSS ELA ;)
Literacy. Wt 3T.9- ; EXPECTAT{ON

Prowde a concludmg siatement or sectlon that follows from or supports the
argument presented
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The Great Depression and the 1990s, .
Preparation

Back to Lesson Plans

[Detail] Destitute pea pickers in California

Overview | Preparation | Procedure | Evaluation
Lesson Preparation

Resources

» African-American Mosalc: The WPA

» American Life Histories: Manuserints from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936-1940
o ltellan Munitions Worker
o | Wanied to be a Merchant
o Cosmelics and Coal

o Recovery
o Afternoen in a Pusheart Peddlers Colony

« Farm Security Administration/Office of War Information Cofor Photographs
& COnRgress.gqov
s Voices from the Dust Bowl, 1940-1941
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The Great Depression and the 1990s. ..
Procedure

Back 1o Lesson Plans

{Detail] Destitute pea pickers in California

Overview | Preparation | Procedure | Evaluation
Lesson Procedure
Lesson One: Understanding the 1930s

(Estimated lesson time: 5-6 days class days.)

Overview

in this lesson, students will coms 1o grips with what conditions were like in the 1930s. Students wilt be divided into  2ven groups of 4-5 students. Six groups will
be assigned fo ressarch the experience of a group of people affected by the Great Depression. Groups may includ but aot be limiled to: children, laborers, the
moneyed, migrants, farmers, artists. ’

New Deal Expert Group

The seventh group wiil bacoms experis on the New Deal measures: WPA (Works Progress Administration), CCC {t ivilian Conservation Corps), AAA
{Agricultural Adjustmant Act), FDIC (Federal Deposit insurance Corporation), NRA (Natlonal Recovery Administrati 1), Social Security, bank recovery,
TVA/CBRP {Tennessee Valley Authonty/Columbia Reclamation Project).

This group work will comprise two steps. The first will be to research Roosevelt's New Deat legistation, often callec Alphabet Soup. The second will be to
communicate with 1he other six groups to see how the legisfation affected the people in the depression. After reses shing and advising, the New Deal students
compose dialogues, sofiloquies, letters or fictional memoirs from the viewpoint of a administrator of one New Dealy ogram.

People Affected by Depression Expert Groups

Students will research their group's experience during the Great Depression. For research, they will use the collect Hn, American Life Histories: Manuscripts
from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936-1940 and independent fibrary research,

The focus of their research should be:

» What was life like for their group of peeple in the 1930s?
s How did the New Deal affect the lives of these peopla?

Assessment

To demonsirate an understanding of their theme, each student will find a photograph from the Great Depression th tillustrates the group's identity. Photos from
the American Memory collection, from books on the depressicn era, and from the classic perteaits taken by Dorothe 1 Lange and Walker Evans and other
phatographers provide a rich visual anthology for students to draw from, Using the photograph, they will create a d ilogue, soliloquy, letter or fictional memoir
based on the people in the photographs. These writings aeed to reflect the students’ understanding of the greup’s naracter ard the historical period of the
Great Depression. Students will share their writings with classmates lo get peer assessment and leam from the we < of their fellow researchers.

Top

Lesson Two: The New Deal's Legacy
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The Great Depression and the 1990s
Procedure

Back to Lesson Plans

{Detaill Destitute pea pickers jn California

Overview | Preparation | Procedure | Evaluation
Lesson Procedure
fesson One: Understanding the 1830s

{Estimated lesson time: 5-6 days class days.}

Overview

I this lesson, students will come to grips with what conditions were like in the 1930s. Students will be divided into
be assigned to research the experience of a group of people affected by the Great Depresston. Groups may includ
moneyed, migrants, farmers, arists.

New Deal Expert Group

The seventh group will become exparts on the New Deal measures: WPA (Works Progress Administration), CCC {
{Agricultural Adiusiment Act), FDIC (Federat Deposit [nsurance Corporation), NRA (National Recovery Administralh
TVA/CBRP (Tonnessee Valley Authority/Columbia Reclamation Project).

This group work will comprise two steps. The first wilt be to research Roosevelt's New Deal legislation, often callec
communicate with the other six groups to see how the legistation affected the people in the depresston. Alter reses
compose dialogues, soliloguies, letters or fictional memoirs from the viewpoint of a administrater of ona New Deal |

People Affected by Depression Expert Groups

Students will research thelr group's experience during the Great Depression. For research, they wili use the collec
from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936-1940 and independent library research.

The focus of thelr research should be:

* What was life like for their group of people in the 193057
s How did the New Deal affect the lives of these peopla?

Assessment

To demonsirate an understanding of their theme, each student will find a pholograph from the Great Depression th
the American Memory coltaction, from books on the depression era, and from the efassic portraits taken by Dorothe
photographers provide a rich visual anthology for students to draw from. Using the photograph, they will create a d
based on the people in the photographs. These writings need to reflect the students' understanding of the group’s
Great Depression. Students will share their writings with classmates to get peer assessment and learn from the we

Top

Lesson Two: The New Deal's Legacy

aven groups of 4-5 studants. Six groups will
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The Great Depression and the 1990s. ..
Evaluation

Back to Lesson Plans

[Detail] Destitule pea plckers in California

Cvarview | Preparation | Procedure | Evaluation
Lesson Evaluation

Bullt Into this unit there are several assessmenis

+ Indivigual piace of creative writing based on a 1930s photograph
o Position paper on current welfare stats issue

Final evaluation of the unit may contaln an essay on the Great Depression and ifs effects today and a bibliography

Bibliography: Studenis will turn in a list of the resources they used on all parts of this project,




